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duce the various specific reactions of the cat to different
parts of the cage. It acts as a reinforcement to certain
reactions, selecting them one after another; and it acts
as an inhibition to other reactions, preventing the cat,
for example, from reacting to a convenient spot by
lying down there. The drive acts as a selective agency,
as a controlling agency.

The same thing is seen in another animal experiment
already described. A rat, on being first placed in a
strange maze, reacts by exploration; after once finding
food, it behaves in quite a different way, without ran-
dom exploration, but with urgency and haste. It has
got a drive which eliminates otherwise preferred re-
actions and greatly increases the energy of behavior.

The selective force of drives is seen in all phases of
human behavior, and nowhere more clearly than in
observation and mental work.

What shall be observed in a complex presented situ-
ation is determined not only by such factors as intensity,
suddenness, and movement of a stimulus and pre-
formed habits of attention, but very much by the in-
terest that is momentarily dominant. The present
interest is a drive selecting certain objects for observa-
tion. Interest sometimes takes the definite form of a
question, and objects which have been overlooked a
hundred times will come into notice when a question is
asked regarding them. Questions suggested or sug-
gesting themselves to the beginner in botany, for in-
stance, cause him to see plants and parts of plants that
have been before him all his life but never observed
before. The importance of the question as a spur to
accuracy of observation is fully recognized in the sci-